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बसंतो सव  

“रंग राग रस” 

 
"Creativity in and of itself is important for remaining healthy, 
remaining connected to yourself and connected to the world,"   

Christianne Strang,  Professor of Neuroscience at the University 
of Alabama Birmingham and the Former President of 

the American Art Therapy Association. 
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BEST PRACTICE 

1. Title of the Practice 
Interdepartmental BASANTOTSAV 
Celebration “RANG, RAAG, RAS” 
 

2. Objectives of the Practice 
i. Develop better understanding of  Disciplinary Knowledge through 

Experiential Learning 

ii. Foster Eco Friendly temperament and love for nature  

iii. Promote interdisciplinary approach to learning 

iv. Fulfil 4 Quadrants of Teaching Learning Practices viz. Lecture; 

Learning Activity; Demonstrations Hand On; Practical Assessment 

v. Inculcate creative, critical, analytical skills and scientific reasoning 

among the students 

vi. Impact Cognitive, Affective and Psychomotor Skills effectively 

vii. Promote Outcome Based Education 

viii. Provide opportunities for real life application of theory and reflective 

thinking 

ix. Make learning experience diverse, interesting and enriching  

10.Create innovation ecosystem in the institute  

11. Instil self-directed, life-long learning, higher order skillset 

 

3. The Context 
Spring and "springtime" refer to the season, and also to ideas of 

rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, resurrection and regrowth. Spring is 

the season during which the natural world revives and reinvigorates 

after the colder winter months. During spring, dormant plants begin 

to grow again, new seedlings sprout out of the ground and hibernating 

animals awake.  

Basant Panchami is also known as Saraswati Puja. Goddess Saraswati 

at the entrance of the college is worshipped by the students and staff 



 
 
 

to seek blessings for wisdom, language, music, art and knowledge and 

special puja is offered on Basant Panchami.  

The birthday of famous Hindi Poet Suryakant Tripathi ‘Nirala’ is also 

celebrated on the day of Basant Panchami. Ujjain being a place of great 

Sanskrit poet and playwright Kalidasa  involves  selection of his Poetry 

and Text on Nature by Sanskrit Department.  

This practice started with the belief that ART is for everybody and it 

can connect each one better with nature. Love and sensitivity towards 

nature can imbibe eco-friendly practices and conservation of 

biodiversity. 

 To mark the new beginnings and celebrate our traditions in an 

auspicious way the segregated celebrations of Basant Panchami in 

Music, Drawing, Hindi and Sanskrit Departments were brought into 

fusion in an innovative way and this practice has been continuing since 

last six years. 

 
4. The Practice 

 
All the members of staff and students mostly wear yellow coloured 

dress and the celebration starts with Saraswati Pujan and offering of 

Kesariya Bhaat as prasad to Goddess. 

Music Vocal and Instrumental Departments 

The Ragas signifying the onset of Basant are performed by students of 

Music Department in vocal and instrumental forms.  

Drawing and Painting Departments 

The students of Drawing and Painting Department simultaneously 

figure out the Ragas and songs to translate them into Live sketching 

and spot painting.  

Dance Department 

The Painting images and vocal renditions are immediately interpreted 

by the students of Dance Department and depicted through dance 

performances.  

Hindi Department 

The students of Hindi Department recite poems of the great Hindi poet 

Suryakant Tripathi ‘Nirala’. An invited lecture on Nirala’s poetry is also 

organized.  

Sanskrit Department 



 
 
 

Sanskrit Department conducts recital of Sanskrit shlokas on Saraswati 

Vandana and Kalidasa’s texts or excerpts from Ritusamhar, 

Meghadootam etc. describing nature’s beauty and importance of 

spring to celebrate Basant Panchami.  

Poetry on love and spring, humorous love satire, etc. are also 

presented  by teachers. 

The performances are followed  by prasad distribution of ‘kesariya 

bhaat’ (sweet yellow rice) 

This celebration is conducted in the college garden amidst natural 

ambiance producing a very calming and pleasant effect.  

 
5. Evidence of Success: 

The success of Experiential Learning is evidenced in the instant decision 

making of the students with regard to their creative responses in the 

form of paintings and dances to the lyrics of the classical and semi 

classical songs on Basant.  

Apart from the traditional evidence of exam and result, the outcome of 

Experiential Learning is more visible in tangible output of the activity 

which in itself exhibits the learning levels of observational learning, 

cognitive receptivity, direct engagement, performing and/or creating. 

This practice is successful in the sphere of involving all the six stages of 

Bloom’s Taxonomy. 

The performances and output are the evidences of the success of this 

integrated model of Experiential Learning that generates subject-specific 

learning outcomes. The performances of Classical Ragas, Dances, Creation 

of Spot Exhibition of Paintings, Recital of Poetry, Reading of Text 

Excerpts, Lecture are the outcomes of hands on synergising and problem 

solving by the students which are  evidenced by the staff as a whole and 

judged by the subject-experts on the spot.  

The Model of this practice provides a platform to conduct on-the-spot 

simulation of variety of forms of art and literature to assess their 

synergies and trade-offs. 

 



 
 
 

 

6. Problems Encountered: 

This is a joyous occasion and the spirits of the festivity and this 

celebration is contagious. Singing and Playing Basant, Hindol etc. and 

dances on Sarasvati Vandana and Ragas need practice beyond class 

hours engaging both staff and students for long hours.  

Spot Paining in a short span of time within the duration of ongoing 

programme is a challenge and volunteering of students to take up this 

task every year is a challenge.  

Satire, poetry reading, textual narration from Hindi and Sanskrit on 

Basant have to depict nature, love, romance maintaining the dignity 

for a public gathering including students. 

Resources required include setting up of stage, sound system and 

arrangements in the garden. Drawing Stands, Hardboards. Sheets, 

Colours etc. are required sufficiently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Glimpses 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

नराला जयंती 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

सकल बन फूल रही सरसो ं 

बन फूल रही सरसो ं 

अ वा फूटे टेसू फूले  

कोयल बोले डार-डार  

और गोरी करत िसंगार  

मलिनयाँ गढवा ले आईं कर सो ं 

सकल बन फूल रही सरसो ं 

तरह के फूल खलाए  

ले गढवा हाथन म आए  

िनजामु ीन के दरव े पर  

आवन कह गए आ'िशक़ रंग  

और बीत गए बरसो ं 

सकल बन फूल रही सरसो ं 

सकल बन फूल रही सरसो ं

अमीर ख़ुसरौ 
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BEST PRACTICE 

1. Title of the Practice 
“Amrit Manthan” 
Herbal Products “Amritansh” Preparation 
and Sale by Students of Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry 
 

2. Objectives of the Practice 
i. Develop a better understanding of  Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

ii. Nurture eco-friendly and healthy practices 

iii. Promote research and development acumen among UG 

and PG students 

iv. Provide opportunities for real life application of theory 

and reflective thinking 

v. Make OBE diverse, interesting and enriching  

vi. Achieve better attainment level of Programme and Course 

Outcomes through value addition to curriculum 

vii. Foster collaborative group learning 

viii. Create innovation ecosystem in the institute  

ix. Make students employment ready 

x. Equip students with entrepreneurial skills and aptitude 

for market survey, raw material collection, packaging, 

cost-benefit analysis, promoting and selling their 

products 

xi. Instil self-directed, life-long learning, higher order skillset 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

3. The Context 

Over the past three decades there has been a constant, and at 

times, exponential growth in global interest in the use of herbal 

products. Herbal                   medicines, including finished herbal products 

and the starting materials for their production, such as medicinal 

plants, herbal materials, herbal preparations and herbal dosage 

forms, are moving into international commerce and global trade, 

which reflects not only their increased economic value but 

importance as beneficial products without side effects. 

The field of Pharmacology which encompasses drug composition 

and properties, functions, sources, synthesis and drug design, 

molecular and cellular mechanisms, organ/systems mechanisms, 

signal transduction or cellular communication, molecular 

diagnostics, interactions, chemical biology, therapy, and medical 

applications and antipathogenic capabilities. Alongside the increase 

in popularity and usage of herbal medicines was evident in the global 

as well as local market.  Against this backdrop the references of 

drug or medication action, where a drug was defined as any 

artificial, natural, or endogenous molecule triggered an interest 

among the students and staff of Pharmaceutical Chemistry to 

experiment with the Herbal Preparations for few products of 

cosmetic and medicinal value.  

The safety and efficacy of herbal medicines largely depend on 

their quality. Unlike pharmaceutical products formulated from 

single-molecule chemicals produced synthetically or by isolation 

from natural source materials employing reproducible methods, 

herbal medicines consist of simple processed herbs or finished 

herbal products prepared from source materials containing a 

multiplicity of chemical constituents, the quality and quantity of 

which can vary from batch to batch due to intrinsic and extrinsic 

factors. Consequently, the quality of finished herbal products is 



 
 
 

greatly influenced by the quality of   the raw materials and the 

intermediates; and the requirements and methods for quality 

control of finished herbal products, particularly for mixed herbal 

preparations, are far more complex than those employed for single-

molecule chemical medicines. Therefore, the quality of herbal 

products available in the market also may also have been 

compromised in case of quality. The students took up this challenge 

to prepare few genuine herbal products. 

4. The Practice 

Products: 

The students of Pharmaceutical Chemistry prepare Herbal products 

like  

 Lip Balm,  

 Face Pack,  

 Charcoal Soap  

 Pain Relieving Balm 

 Pain Relieving Oil 

 Chyawanprash 

 Herbal Holi Colours.  

 Post COVID new additions to this menu are:  

 Herbal Hand Wash and  

 Herbal Sanitizer 

 The students prepare Holi Colours using only flowers.  

 

The students have set up a Pharmaceutical Garden adjacent to the 

Laboratory and have grown medicinal plants and herbs with a 

future plan to obtain some raw material from there.  

Another innovative initiative in this area is applying QR Code to the 

plants, which on scanning gives the properties, uses and cautions of 

the corresponding plant/herb.  



 
 
 

This whole practice is done under the mentorship of faculty 

members in the Business Incubation Centre SYNERGY. Preparation 

is followed by Packaging and Labelling of the products.  

Quality Check 

The products are initially tested by the teachers of Chemistry 

Department for the result and the products are package for sale only 

after the required changes, if any.  

Sale in Exhibition/Stalls under Earn With Learn Scheme: 

These products are set up for sale on the stalls in the college under 

Earn with Learn Scheme. In two sessions these products were sold 

in the Open Career Fair organized by the college. The amount 

collected from sale is reinvested in the next cycle of preparation.  

This practice is unique in introducing Outcome Based Education, 

real life application of theory, research and development, group 

activity, entrepreneurial skills, environmental ethics and life-long 

learning.  

5. Evidence of Success: 
 

The good quality of products is the best evidence of success of this 

practice. The products are well received by the users and the constant 

improvement and advancements are experienced by the staff 

members. The assessment of the learning outcome is therefore not 

limited to the teachers alone and the objective feedback of the peer 

group and teachers have helped the students to intensify their 

research and improve the quality and efficacy of their products. The 

primary feedback of dryness after use of charcoal soap or absence of 

foam in the hand wash etc, helped the students to improve on these 

lines. 



 
 
 
 The sale of products and profit generation which was once handed 

over to the JBS of College and is now reinvested in the next cycle of 

preparation is an evidence of the success of this practice.  

The biggest evidence of this practice are that every year fresh batch of 

students get inclined to join this practice and they spare additional 

long hours in the lab engrossed in this practice voluntarily. 

6. Problems Encountered: 

This practice went beyond practical lab sessions and aimed at 

preparing products for use and sale. It was a challenge to research 

the types of ingredients and their ratio to be used in the preparation. 

The products had to be totally herbal and yet have an appealing 

value for the users on the level of texture, appearance, smell and 

result. Preparation of these products in the laboratory produced 

small quantities. Since this practice has been in use for more than 

six years the initial years were spent on research and the products 

were gradually diversified. 

Hence the problems encountered can be summed up as following: 

The practice involves rigorous efforts and long sessions which 

demand extra time besides classes and routine practical sessions.  

The scale of production is very small due to the constraints of time 

and money. 

In comparison to established brands and well packaged products 

available in the markets the products appeared as amateur 

attempts so initially the sale of products even to the staff was 

difficult due to lack of trust. Later the products are being produced 

on demand other than the Sale Exhibitions.  

The process of patenting requires procedural efforts which got 

postponed due to COVID, however the products have been 

registered. 

 



 
 
 

Glimpses of Practice 
 

Manufacturing and Testing:  

 

Research and product Modification and Manufacturing 

 

          

                                

 
 

 

                     



 
 
 
         

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

Quality Testing: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
Stall in Open Career Fair 

 



 
 
 

    

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Sanitizer Donation to Class IV Employees 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 Profit Distribution :   
 

To Janbhagidari Convener 
 

 
To Business Incubation Centre 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Monetary Contribution by Retired Professor of Chemistry Dr. Vandana Sharma 
 
Shramdaan by Teachers, Students and Class Four Employees 
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The students of Pharmaceutical Chemistry responded to  

  

and prepared a sanitizer even before the  

Nation-wide Lockdown was executed. 

 



 
 
 
    

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 


